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Content Disclaimer 

 
This committee is based on the popular IP Knives Out, and all characters, events and 

situations are entirely fictionalized for the purpose of the committee. While this committee 

explores sensitive topics such as greed, deception and justice within this setting, it does so with 

no intention of reflecting real people or circumstances. 

 

The heightened differences between certain characters do not promote the usage of 

stereotypes or real-world prejudices. Delegates can embody their characters while foregoing their 

problematic traits.  

 

Please speak with either our faculty advisor, or the equity officer, if, before or during the 

conference, you feel uncomfortable with the material or need support regarding your 

participation. 

 
 
 
 

Equity Concerns 

Bullying and discrimination are not tolerated at CPSSMUN. Every attendee at 

CPSSMUN XI will be made to feel safe, and welcomed, thanks to the efforts of our teacher 

supervisors, and secretariat. If any member of the CPSSMUN staff, secretariat, or any delegate is 

acting inappropriately, or in a way that makes you uncomfortable, please contact our Equity 

Officer at cpssmunequity@gmail.com. This can be done either before, during, or after the 

conference. 
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Directors Letter  
Dear Delegates,  

 

Welcome to the twisted, and utterly chaotic world of Knives Out: Who Did It! We are 

beyond thrilled to have you join us for what promises to be a whirlwind of scandal, sharp wit and 

high-stakes murder mystery. In this committee, you won’t just play a part, you will shape the 

very outcome of a deadly puzzle that has yet to be solved.  

 

The date is April 21, 2025. Easter festivities have turned stone cold, the champagne is 

still open, but the man of the house, Harlan Thrombey is gone. A locked room. A missing key. A 

family full of motives. And right at the heart of it all. You.  

 

As delegates, you will take on the role of family members, opportunistic friends, 

employees and bright minds. Secrets will be exposed, alliances will change by the minute and 

your ability to strategize and make friends will be your greatest weapon. It is not just about 

finding the killer, it is about surviving the fallout, protecting your secrets and maybe walking 

away with a brighter future.  

 

This committee is your stage. Whether you are prepared to outwit or betray, there is a 

place for you in this tangled web.  

 

So sharpen your minds, polish your poker faces and step into our world where every 

word is a clue and your every move is being watched.  

 

The game is on and the house is burning.  

Let’s see who makes it out! 

 

Diveena Sureshkumar and Sia Dani  

Directors of Knives Out 
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Background Information 
The date is currently April 21, 2025. It is Easter Monday, and famous mystery novelist 

Harlan Thrombey has been found dead in his study at his Massachusetts estate after a night full 

of Easter Sunday festivities. His family, already on the edge from the previous night’s explosive 

arguments, is now thrown into chaos. Grief? Maybe. Shock? Probably. Opportunism? Definitely. 

To make matters worse, private detective Benoit Blanc is mysteriously hired to look into the 

case, suspecting foul play. Benoit Blanc is a world-renowned detective responsible for solving 

many cold cases, leaving no stone unturned. He was brought into this investigation with nothing 

but a note at his door with no return address. “Harlan Thrombey was murdered.” With Benoit 

Blanc present, those close to Harlan are at risk of exposing their secrets to the entire community. 

Family members are frantic, pointing fingers as soon as the news has been revealed, desperate to 

shift blame, protect their interests and secure their share of Harlan’s fortune before it slips 

through their fingers.  

 

Harlan was not just a writer. He was a man who calculated his every move. If the family 

does not uncover the identity of the killer, they run the risk of losing their fortune forever. 

Although Harlan comes across as well-intentioned he does not think clearly about the 

consequences of his actions on his family. He did not dwell on the consequences of lending 

money to his materialistic children. However, his existence was very important to his family as 

he has been silently covering many of their expenses and providing them with resources to live 

their luxurious lives. The family is a wealthy yet deeply dysfunctional group of people where 

each family member harbours their own unique personal goals and secretive motives tied to 

inheriting Harlan’s will. 

 

So what happened that night? Harlan was making his rounds talking to everyone at the 

party. People noticed that his usual charming wit had a sly edge to it. Conversations turned 

heated, especially with his family. Linda stormed off after a whispered argument with Harlan and 

Ransom left abruptly with his smirk wiped clean off his face. One by one, family members left 

the house with a common theme: anger and resentment. By midnight, the estate had fallen silent, 
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and only Harlan remained, in his dimly lit study where a single lamp glowed behind a desk. That 

was the last time anyone saw him alive... By morning, he was dead. The door locked from the 

inside. The key to his safe, is GONE. Despite the clashing personalities in one room on the 

Easter Sunday dinner, only one of them left the estate with a dark secret that night. The cause of 

death was determined to be smoke inhalation due to a fire that occurred that night, but fires don’t 

start themselves. The study doors were locked and his inheritance documents had vanished. 

Someone set those flames. Someone wanted to burn the truth.  

 

The worst part is that Harlan knew his death was coming. He knew that someone fostered 

resentment towards him and knew that things would inevitably escalate.  

 

Note: Below is the scene of the crime and a timeline of the events leading up to Harlan’s 

death.  

 

Note: This committee is based on the popular movie Knives Out, however, the committee 

storyline does not follow the plot of the movie. You do not have to watch the movie to understand 

the committee although it might help you understand the depth of your character.  
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Clues: hidden security cameras on the bookshelf, the blue hoodie next to the body, the 

cracked windows (possibly how the murderer escaped and got in), the open safe, the absence of a 

key, etc. Delegates are encouraged to incorporate these clues into their theories of the killer.  

 

Note: Delegates are also encouraged to work with Benoit Blanc, who can be accessed 

through crisis. 
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Timeline of the Night of April 20, 2025 
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Topics of Discussion 

Topic #1: Who Dunnit? 
 

Upon the discovery of Harlan’s death, the family begins to uncover handwritten notes by 

Harlan scattered throughout the house, which he left there after suspecting his end was near. The 

detectives begin to take a look at the evidence, dissecting the scene to paint a clear picture of the 

night. During this time, some family members step back and let the others do the work. Whereas 

some take a proactive stance and work towards answering the big question: Who killed Harlan 

Thrombey? This question must be answered by the family before Benoit Blanc uncovers the 

story, but the killer remains very well hidden in the crowd. Also worth noting is that each person 

is harbouring a secret that only they know.  

 

Panic spreads amongst the dinner table as family members begin to take on investigations 

of their own and in groups. There are clear divisions between Harlan's children and their allies. 

As the evidence continues to pile up, including a timeline of events and a DNA test with the 

results of various fingerprints identified, they become increasingly desperate, and Benoit Blanc 

becomes closer and closer to solving the crime. However, this evidence is still in processing. 

Through the cryptic notes, Harlan says if they do not determine the killer before his last note the 

family can lose the inheritance. They must solve the crime and bring justice to the individual 

before their fortune is lost forever, and in order to do that, they must work together. However, as 

panic and terror spread throughout the family, working together is the last idea on their minds.  

 

Guiding Questions:  

1. How will you uncover the killer, and what resources will you use? Is it better to team up 

or work on your own? 

2. What secrets are people hiding, and what are the dangers if they are exposed to everyone?  

3. What was everyone doing that night and which individuals could be at fault? 
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Topic #2: Harlan’s Publishing Firm’s Legacy 

 

Harlan Thrombey built his publishing empire with thought, wit and an unshakeable 

vision. His firm was more than a business, it was a powerhouse of literature, shaping the world 

with timeless classics and modern masterpieces. With his passing, the fate of his publishing 

house hangs in pieces. Someone must take over in order to ensure that books are still being 

published under the Harlan Thrombey name. Everyone is eager to have some part in the famous 

firm, they rush to get the word out, pushing people to nominate them. Harlan’s family, his 

employees, and EVERYONE he ever knew each have a stake in this game, each one hungry for a 

piece of what Harlan built up. His children, tired of having minor roles in the industry, are 

hungry for the powerful position of the president's chair. They believe it is their birthright, yet 

none of them truly understand the weight of running such a vast empire. To them, the publishing 

firm is more than just a company, it’s power, it’s influence, it’s money. People who once worked 

for Harlan at his estate were close enough to Harlan to know the ins and outs of the publishing 

company. Each person in the room is a worthy candidate, and it is up to everyone to determine 

the one individual fit to lead the empire and continue Harlan’s legacy.  

 

The battle for control has begun, lawsuits will be filed, elections must run, and old 

alliances are now broken. The question remains: Who will seize the throne? 

 

Guiding Questions:  

1. How does everyone’s secret affect their chance of leading the firm? Will there be some 

people without anything at all?  

2. Is it better to divide the publication equally, or should those who contribute more get a 

bigger share?  

3. How will you determine who leads the publication—strength, intelligence, or something 

else? And what happens if leadership is challenged?  
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Character List 
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